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” WITNESSING FOR JESUS” 

As We Gather 
This is the second week of our Stewardship program for 2022, “Fulfilling God’s Purpose!” This week we 
focus on the theme “Witnessing for Jesus.”  God’s plan for His people has always been that we take 
responsibility for sharing the Gospel. Paul tells us, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors as though 
God were making His appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). Knowing that God “wants all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4), we have a great privilege and 
responsibility as Christ’s ambassadors. With the Holy Spirit working in and through us, we can faithfully 
and boldly proclaim the Gospel to those around us. Through Jesus, we know the Father.  Through Jesus, 
the Father has come to us. Through Jesus, we have life everlasting in Heaven. This is the Good News 
that we will want to share as Witnesses for Jesus. 
 
Prelude “Psalm XIX” B. Marcello 
 
Opening Hymn “Lift High the Cross” #837 sts. 1-4
 

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ 
proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain 

trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
Refrain 

 
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks 
combine. Refrain 

 

3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who 
died. Refrain 

 
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. 
Refrain 

Text (sts. ref–6): © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.;  
(sts. ref-s–5s): © 1991 Hope Publishing Co.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord! 
C Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore! 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised! 
C He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
P to make them sit with princes, with the princes of His people. 
C Praise the Lord! 
 
Confession and Absolution 
We pause to remember and confess our sins to our merciful God and Father... 
 
 



P Almighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sins to You. 
C Captive sinners, we have sinned against You, mighty God, in thought, word, and deed. 
P When we have ignored the plight of the poor, 
C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
P When our happiness is dependent upon our possessions and our wealth, 
C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
P When we have failed to be generous to others as You have been generous to us, 
C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
P When we have been foolish with the resources You entrust to us, instead of using them to further 

Your Kingdom, 
C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.  Bring us to repentance, Lord, and 

forgive our sins, those of which we are aware and those we do without thinking. Have mercy on 
us. 

P There is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave Himself as a ransom for all. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
T  WORD  T 

 
Psalm  Psalm 50:1–3, 6; antiphon: v. 14 
P Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
  and perform your vows to the Most High. 
C The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 
  from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C Our God comes; He does not keep silence; 
  before Him is a devouring fire, around Him a mighty tempest. 
P The heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is judge! 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

  and perform your vows to the Most High. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together, 
C Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called us to be Your children and heirs of Your gracious 

promises in Christ Jesus.  
P Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may forsake all covetous desires and the inordinate love of 

riches.  



C Deliver us from the pursuit of passing things, that we may seek the kingdom of Your Son and 
trust in His righteousness, and so find blessedness and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading T  Worship in the Splendor of Holiness  T Psalm 96 
        Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell 
of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 
the peoples! For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all 
the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are 
before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, 
and come into his courts! Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the 
earth! Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity.” Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea 
roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing 
for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 
righteousness,  and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem of Praise Solo “I Love to Tell the Story” A. Hankey / W. Fischer
 
Epistle T  The Promise of the Holy Spirit  T Acts. 1:1-11 
        In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he ordered 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 
heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 
fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two T  Luke 10:1-4 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord 
        After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into 
every town and place where he himself was about to go.  



And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as 
lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the 
road. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Sermon Hymn “On Galilee’s High Mountain” #835 sts. 1-4
1 On Galilee’s high mountain 

    Christ gave the great command 
In words of strength and promise 
    Which all can understand: 
“All pow’r to Me is given 
    To do what I shall choose; 
Therefore I send My children, 
    Their witness I will use.” 

 
2 The Lord who, born of Mary, 

    Came down as man and died, 
Who preached to all who listened, 
    For us was crucified— 
This Lord, our living brother, 
    In pow’r at God’s right hand, 
Has chosen us to carry 
    His truth to ev’ry land. 

 

3 His strength within my weakness 
    Will make me bold to say 
How His redeeming power 
    Transforms my stubborn clay; 
His touch of fire ignites me, 
    With courage I am sent, 
My tongue-tied silence broken, 
    With grace made eloquent. 

 
4 And not alone to nations 

    In faraway retreats, 
But ev’rywhere I broadcast 
    His love through crowded streets: 
The lives that my life touches, 
    However great or small— 
Let them through me see Jesus, 
    Who served and saved us all. 

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400

 
Sermon 
  



Prayer of the Church 
P Our prayer response today is the hymn verse, “O Lord, Hear My Prayer,” printed for us here. 
C O Lord, hear my prayer, 
 O Lord, hear my prayer; 
     When I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear my prayer; 
    Come and listen to me. 

Text: © 1982 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, 
France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: 

onelicense.net no. 9465

 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home may 

continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to everyone 
on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic giving, please 
contact the church office.   

 
Faith Journey Speaker  Kevin Kenealy 
 
Offertory Meditation 
 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, who of Your tender love for all people gave Your only Son, 
Jesus Christ, to take our nature upon Himself and to suffer death on the cross for our redemption. 
Assembled in His name and in the communion of all saints, we pray You to send down Your Holy Spirit 
on us, and through Him to sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who sacrificed His very life for us and who invites us to His blessed Table.  To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 
Amen.  Hear us now as we pray together in His name, and as He has taught us… 
 
Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


T  Distribution of the Sacrament  T 
 

 
Piano Selection “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” S. Hofland 
 
Hymn “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” #827
1 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 

    “Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting— 
    Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth; 
    Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
    “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 
2 Some take up His task in morning, 

    To their Lord responding soon; 
Some are called in heat of midday, 
    Others late in afternoon; 
Even as the sun is setting, 
    Some are sent into the fields, 
There to gather in the bounty 
    That God’s Word so richly yields. 

 
 

3 For as rain and snow from heaven 
    Water seeds in dusty soil, 
Causing them to bud and flower, 
    Giving bread to those who toil; 
So the Lord sends forth His promise, 
    Words of life and joy and peace— 
Never void to Him returning, 
    Bearing fruit with great increase. 

 
4 Hearken to the Lord whose coming 

    Marks the time when grace shall end, 
When with His angelic reapers 
    He in glory shall descend. 
Soon the night, the final harvest; 
    Soon the time for work shall cease. 
Then the souls His grace has garnered 
    Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 

Text (st. 1): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin.  

Concordia Publishing House.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Hymn “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #528 sts. 1-5
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

    My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
    The triumphs of His grace! 

 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 

    Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, 
    The honors of Thy name. 

 
3 Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

    That bids our sorrows cease; 

’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
    ’Tis life and health and peace. 

 
4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

    He sets the pris’ner free. 
His blood can make the foulest clean; 
    His blood avails for me. 

 
5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
    Be justified by grace.  

Text: Public domain 



Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 
 
Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray:  Gracious God, you call us to follow you. 
C When Peter and Andrew heard Jesus’ invitation, they dropped everything and followed.  Lord, 

grant us that same courage and trust shown by your disciples. 
P Gracious God, You call us to be your witnesses. 
C With all the authority in heaven, Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.”  Lord, grant us the passion to tell others about your love, 
mercy, and forgiveness. 

P Gracious God, you call us to be your servants. 
C Lord, just as you came not to be served but to serve, help us to serve. 
P Gracious God, you call us to lose this life so that we can have eternal life with you. 
C Lord, help us to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow you. 
P Gracious God, you call us to be your stewards. 
C Lord, help us to fulfill your purpose as we use our time, talents, and money to serve and glorify 

you, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #643
1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take 
leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His 
call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
    To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and 
race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we 
bear. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Postlude “Postlude in G Major” G. Handel  

 



TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Vocalist:  Stan Wirtschoreck 
Lector:  Marilyn  Bitner 
Altar Care:  Cheryl Horan 
Faith Journey Speaker:  Kevin Kenealy 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Fulfilling God’s Purpose” resources © Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ⚫ May not be copied without permission. ⚫ 
www.parishpublishing.org 
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“Witnessing for Jesus” 
God has strategically placed each of us in the lives of certain people to make an eternal difference 

for them. He calls us to share our faith and to let His light shine brightly. As Christians, we have 
something to share that is needed by others, and that is the Good News of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. He’s called us to live as “witnesses for Jesus” and to let His light shine through us. The Bible says, 
"Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven" 
(Matthew 5:16).  

Do you know someone who is struggling in his or her faith, or has no relationship at all with Jesus? 
One of the best things you could do is to strengthen your relationship with Christ and your relationship 
with that person. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a heart of compassion, to help you live as a reflection 
of Jesus, and to strengthen you in your witness. 

There is nothing more valuable than investing in people to help them know Jesus Christ. It's an 
investment that lasts forever. When we reflect God's light to others, we help to fulfill God’s purpose!  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul family 

Christopher Will   The Polezoes Family 

Graham Jackson   Patricia Murdoch 

Cathy Gleason   Beverly Fishbaugh 

Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Lois Kaminske 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry   Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children  Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer    

 

We pray for those who grieve: 

For Jan Janiszewski, Cathy Kumke, Cynthia Devivo, and 

family on the death of their mother and grandmother, and 

great grandmother, Rose Marie Woods, called from this life 

on Monday, Oct. 10.  Visitation will be at St. Paul on 

Tuesday, Oct. 18 from 9:00 – 10:00, funeral service at 10:00. 

 

Announcements & Notes: 

The “Magical Keys” will perform a concert at Zion Ev. Luth 

Church, 9000 S. Menard Ave. in Oak Lawn next Sunday, 

October 23rd at 3pm.  Admission is free and refreshments 

will be served.  All are invited! 

 

All women are invited to the free “Welcome Luncheon” for 

the 1:00pm Ladies Guild October 25th meeting.  Please 

RSVP by signing the clipboard on the counter outside the 

church office. 

 

The Southwest Lutheran Chorus, directed by Ruth Sieves, 

rehearses on Monday evenings in the Timothy Room from 

7-8:30pm. We are meeting for 2 months to prepare a 

Christmas song festival to be held in December.  If you 

enjoy singing (any voice part), we invite you to join us! 

 

Curtis Simonson leads a Bible study on Thursday evenings 

at 6:30pm in the Timothy Room. The popular series, The 

Chosen, is the focus of the study.  Each week one episode of 

the series will be watched following a time for discussion.  

All are invited! 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild   Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres   Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk  Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland   Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 

Doreen Holford   Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel   Heather & Josh Turro 

Pastor Mark Willig  Jerry Kreten 

Paul Moeller   Carl Hoppe 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Helena Hoffman  Kim Koenig 

Julie Rottier   Carol Loecherbach 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your need for 

our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-1040. 

 

 

 

 


